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The illustration on the cover has been changed. The view of the west front of Lichfield 
Cathedral is from The History and Antiquities of the See and Cathedral Church of Lichfield 
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ROMANO-BRITISH FARMING NEAR LETOCETUM 
(WALL, STAFFS.) 

JIM G O U L D , F.S.A. 

SUM MAR Y Many crop-marks have now appeared on a number of different air-photographs 
of the area to the east of Letocetum. Collectively, these indicate a large native-type farm, 
believed to be of the first century A.D. followed by a Romanized farmstead with associated 
Celtic fields, dated by pottery to the second and third centuries. Near by is a scatter of 
pit-alignments and rectilinear enclosures, suggesting the herding of cattle or horses in an area 
that was probably open woodland. 

LETOCETUM, National Grid Reference SK 100066, lies on the northern rim of an ill-
drained, geological saucer (the Shenstone Basin). The subsoil is of Keuper sandstone and 
marl but to the east are thick beds of Bunter pebbles (Hopwas breccia). The area was 
heavily glaciated but despite that, much is now free from glacial drifts. After the Scots-pine 
wood which followed the last glaciation, peat developed on the low-lying land between 
ridges of higher ground. Pollen analysis of a sample of this peat taken from immediately 
below the first Roman surface of the Watling Street suggests that there was open woodland 
with some clearance in the pre-Roman or early-Roman period. 1 

Between 1930 and 1936, excavations at Shenstone (SK 111053), 1,500 metres south-east 
of Letocetum, revealed the ditches of a Roman farmstead 2 . Recent air-photographs amplify 
the details secured by the excavators and provide evidence of farming elsewhere in the 
vicinity. It is not possible at present to excavate any of these sites, and as part of one 
important site (pi. II and fig. 2, D) has already disappeared beneath the Lichfield eastern 
bypass, publication and consideration of the sites is felt to be desirable. In other districts 
small sites are being rapidly destroyed and there is a need to investigate and record these 
so that an overall pattern can be obtained. Figures 2 and 3 are based on a number of 
different photographs of the various sites, mostly taken by Mr. J. Pickering. These are all 
filed in the R.C.H.M. collection of air-photographs at Fortress House, 23 Savile Row, 
London W1X 1AB, under appropriate national grid references. Photographs by Dr. 
J. K. St. Joseph are housed by the Cambridge University Committee for Aerial Photography 
at 11 West Road, Cambridge. Individual reference numbers for these photographs are 
given, as are also those for R.A.F. photographs now in the keeping of the Department of the 
Environment Air Photo Unit, Whitehall. 

THE SITES 
SITE A (SK 111053, pi. I, fig. 2, Pickering SK 1105/1, 7, 8 and 9) 

This is the site of the excavated farmstead previously referred to, but the many excavation 
trenches shown on the published plan scarcely appear on the air-photographs. The land 
1 Trans., vi for 1964-5 (1966), p. 18. 
2 T.B.A.S. lxiii for 1939-40 (1944), pp. 1-32. 
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Fig. 1 Crop-marks in relation to Watling Street 
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FIFTH REPORT OF EXCAVATIONS AT 
TAMWORTH, STAFFS., 1971—A SAXON WATER-MILL 

IN BOLEBRIDGE STREET. AN INTERIM NOTE 

PHILIP R A H T Z AND K E N SHERIDAN 

SUMMARY Excavations to the south-west of Bolebridge Street revealed substantial timbers 
of a water-mill of the eighth century. The mill was of the horizontal type; remains were found 
of what appeared to be wooden paddles and an iron bearing. The dating and the sophistication 
of the structure and its fittings suggest that the mill may have been part of a palace-complex. 

F O L L O W I N G T H E DEMOLITION of the houses numbers 72-74 Bolebridge Street, 
Tamworth (National Grid Ref. SK 209039) a small scale excavation was undertaken in 
April 1971 in an attempt to pick up the line of the Saxon town-defences. After the discovery 
of substantial timber structures, extensive work was carried out in June and July. 

THE SITE (fig. 1) 
The site lies immediately adjacent to the south-west side of Bolebridge Street, south-east 

of the town-centre. It was first identified as one of some potential by R. A. Meeson, following 
excavation of part of the Saxon and medieval town-defences by C. Young in 1968 1. 

It was thought that the present site might contain the continuation of the Saxon defences. 
In the event no trace of these defences was found, and it seems that the site lies immediately 
outside the line of the Saxon defences and inside that of the medieval bank and ditch 2 . The 
site lies some 50m. from the river Anker, but the river certainly ran closer in Saxon times. 
(The line of the original river-bank was probably destroyed by the medieval ditch.) 

Following the discovery of substantial timbers in a narrow trench across the site, the upper 
levels of an area 30m. X 15m. were removed mechanically, and the lower levels excavated by 
hand. The ground proved to be completely waterlogged and it was necessary to dig a deep 
sump to the south-west of the excavated area from which to pump the water. Nevertheless 
conditions were still very difficult. 

1 Medieval Archaeology, xiii for 1969 (1971), p. 239. 
2 F r o m an unpublished plan supplied by C. Young. 

The line of the medieval ditch found in the present excavation differs from that shown by the estate map of 
the Marquis Townshend, 1810, (C.R.O. Stafford 854/2), a copy of which is in Tamworth Castle Museum. 
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10 FIFTH REPORT OF EXCAVATIONS AT TAMWORTH, STAFFS, 1971 

TAMWORTH SAXON DEFENCES 
PAR 71 

Fig. 1 Plan of Saxon defences, Tamworth 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS 
phases were identified of which the second was further sub-divided into two as 

— Prehistoric and Roman frequentation. 
— The Saxon water-mill, first phase. 
— The Saxon water-mill, second phase. 
— Abandonment of mill and construction of medieval roads and ditch on site. 
— Use of whole area for iron-working. 
— Construction of fifteenth- or sixteenth-century buildings on site, which 

stood until April 1971. 

PERIOD 0 
Early frequentation of the area is suggested by a few flint flakes and Romano-British sherds, 

probably washed down the mill-leat from higher ground to the north-east and by a Bronze 
Age socketed spear-head found some seventy years earlier in the river Anker immediately 
adjacent to the site 3 . Several fragments of Roman tile and brick, however, appear to have 
been associated with the Saxon structures 4 . 

3 W. Morton, Tamworth Castle Museum and Picture Gallery Catalogue (1906), p. 10. Found by Mr. Ballard 
w h o is known to have owned a butcher's shop on the site. 

4 C. Young , excavating some 30 m. to the north of the present site, located a ditch, assumed to be of Saxon date, 
which contained a large amount of Roman-type building material, and from which a timber produced a 
C14 date of A . D . 409 ± 80 (Birm. 109). Medieval Archaeology, xiii for 1969 (1971), p . 239. 

Five major 
follows:— 

Period 0 
Period 1A 
Period IB 
Period 2 
Period 3 
Period 4 
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THE MEDIEVAL BURGESSES OF TAMWORTH; THEIR 
LIBERTIES, COURTS AND MARKETS 

JIM G O U L D , F.S.A. 

I PRE-CONQUEST 
T H E R E A R E N O written references to the town of Tamworth (as distinct from the royal 
palace) before A.D. 799. In that year a charter referred to the royal town of Tamworth, 
and fifty years later another charter referred floridly to 'the famous town that is called by many, 
Tamworth ' 1 . When towards the end of the ninth century, the enemy Danish settlements 
reached across almost to Tamworth 2 the town was in an exposed vulnerable position on the 
border that divided the Danelaw from the West Saxon province of Mercia. The town may 
have suffered some destruction at that time and it is not known whether there was some 
degree of Danish control. Even if this were not so, Tamworth was far too near the enemy 
settlements for it to have functioned as a Saxon royal centre. 

In the spring of 913, ^Ethelflaed with her Mercian army came to Tamworth and built 
the bu rh 3 like so many other burhs, on royal demesne. Although the burh was subjected to 
Viking destruction in 940 4 the town developed inside the burh defences. Athelstan limited 
the position of mints to sites within defended towns and attempted to limit trading to towns 
also 5 . As the moneyer 'Manna ' was striking coins in Tamworth during Athelstan's reign 6 

a town with its market inside the burh defences is implied. By the eleventh century there was 
a stone church 7 and a religious community which was in a position to grant laenland (Longdon) 
to the rich Mercian thegn, Wulfric Spott 8 . In his will, Wulfric Spott referred, somewhat 
enigmatically, to land at Tamworth which was not to be subject to any service, nor to any 
man born, but his daughter was to have the lordship. 

II 1086-1200 
Domesday records that eight Tamworth burgesses were working as villeins on the manor 

of Drayton Bassett whilst four more were farming at Wigginton. Another ten burgesses 
1 C.S. 2 9 3 ; E.H.D. p. 470, no . 80; C.S. 489 ; E.H.D. p . 486, no. 91. 
* Trans., ix for 1967-8 (1968), p. 24. 
• A.S.C., A . D . 913. 
1 E.H.D. p. 202 n. 
5 Athelstan's Laws issued at Grateley, E.H.D. p. 384, 13.1 and 14. 
• Trans., xi for 1969-70 (1971), p. 40. 
' Arch J., cxx for 1963 (1964), p. 296. 
8 Ordnance Survey, Facsimiles of Anglo-Saxon Manuscripts, ed. W. P. Sanders, pt. I l l (1884), no . xlvii. Hired, 

the word used in the will for the religious community then at Tamworth, has the sense 'household' or 
'brotherhood' and could include laymen. It was used in a grant by Edred (946-955) to the Old Minster at 
Winchester. In the past the word has sometimes been translated 'convent' and locally this has given rise 
to some misunderstanding. I am grateful to Dr. C. A. Ralegh Radford for discussing this matter with me. 
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18 THE MEDIEVAL BURGESSES OF TAMWORTH; THEIR LIBERTIES, COURTS, AND MARKETS 

9 The problem of some burgesses belonging to rural manors is a difficult one, but it is not a matter peculiar 
to Tamworth. It is discussed by R. Weldon Finn in his Introduction to Domesday Book (1963), pp. 153-63. 

1 0 Trans., vii for 1965-6 (1967), p . 23. 

belonged to the manor of Coleshill though Domesday gives no indication of their occupations. 
Apart from these 22 burgesses 9, the Domesday Book tells us nothing of Tamworth though it 
is clear that the surrounding countryside was wooded and sparsely populated. By 1086 the 
Conqueror had created the Royal Forest of Cannock immediately west of Tamwor th 1 0 

and about this time, Tamworth Castle was built within the borough defences, dominating the 
southern entry to the town and the approaches from the near-by Watling Street. The 
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BEE-BOLES AT PIPE RIDWARE HALL FARM, STAFFS. 
J. W. WHISTON, F.S.A. 

SOME NOTES ON bee-boles in general and details of those at West Bromwich manor-
house were published in Trans, iv for 1962/3, pp. 47-51. The present paper describes 
another group at Pipe Ridware Hall Farm (National Grid Ref. SK 095175) where there are 
five bee-boles in the north wall of the kitchen garden, which also has walls on the south and 
west sides. The bee-boles are rectangular in shape and each has a straight wooden lintel. 
For reference, they have been numbered from west to east. The most westerly bole (No. 1) 
is almost wholly covered with ivy and could not be measured. The details are: 

Number of boles 
Material 
Shape 
Height No. 

16 in. 
23J in. 
1 0 | in. 
3 ft. 9 in . 

Brick with wooden lintels 
Rectangular 

Nos. 3, 4, 5 
16 in. (No. 5 = 1 5 in.) 
19 in. 
10J in. 
3 ft. 0 in. 

Facing south 

9 ft. 
9 ft. 
7 ft. 
6 ft. 

7 in. 
I in. 
6 in. 
II in. 

Width 
Depth 
Height of shelves above ground-level 
Aspect 
Distance between boles 

Nos. 1 and 2 
Nos. 2 and 3 
Nos. 3 and 4 
Nos. 4 and 5 

There is a buttress between Nos. 2 and 3. 
The bricks are irregular in size and vary from 9 in. x 4 f in. x 2 J in. to 9J in. x 4 | in. x 2 | in. 

The height of the boles is unusually low but, in other respects, they are similar to other 
bee-boles which have been recorded. In the west corner of the kitchen garden there is a thick 
holly tree, and dense ivy covers all the western end of the wall. It is unlikely, however, that 
there is another bole between No . 1 and the corner. Thick ivy also covers the wall to the 
east of bole No . 5, but there is no visible evidence of another bole there. 

There is no lining in any of the boles and all, except No . 2, are blocked up. 
The following is a description of Pipe Ridware by Robert Plot in his Natural History of 

Staffordshire (1686), pp . 386-7: 
[̂93 . . . at the Worshipful John Whitehall's of Pipe Ridware Esq., who is a most 

intelligent bee-master, I was shewn great variety of hives most of his own contrivance: 
some being made square, others round, both placed over one another, with drawers 
of wood between, like the colony hives described in Oxfordshire:* others he made out of 
hollow-trees, which were sawn asunder at due distances, which no doubt on't are as agre-
able as any kind whatever, these being the first natural hives for bees, before they were 

* R. Plot, Natural History of Oxfordshire (1677), ch. 9, para. 120. 
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44 BEE-BOLES AT PIPE RIDWARE HALL FARM, STAFFS. 

brought under an artificial regimen; and therefore it was no doubt, that both Columella and 
Palladius commend them for this purpose, ligno cavatae arboris fabricentur, let their 
hives be made of hollow trees, say both of those grave authors, in their chapters of bee-
houses. And Virgil tells us they delighted to live, exesaeque arboris antro. But the hives 
he preferr'd before all the rest, he made of brick, there being several stalls or galleries 
of them divided into squares of brick, on three sides, with windows behind and before 
to see their working; the fore-south windows in summer, being covered with mat to 
preserve the honey. Within these squares of brick he sets his frames of wood, for the 
bees to work on, which he can take away as they work downward. He makes use 
notwithstanding both of straw and wicker hives covered with cow-dung and lime, but 
neither of them made after the ordinary manner, viz. not conical at top, but cylindraceous, 
and open at top and bottom, which he places first on the top of the brickwork, and 
underneath again to receive the bees at last, so as to be conveyed again to the top of the 
brick-work as at first. Of which brick-hives he has some single, others many together: 
but the single he counts best, because the most manageable. 

Plot collected much of the information for his History from the answers to questionnaires 
which he sent out to farmers and to the gentry, although it is not certain whether he saw all 
the places and things which he described. However, he must have gone to Pipe Ridware for 
he says that he 'was shown great variety of hives' and he records John Whitehall's preference 
for single hives, an opinion he is more likely to have obtained by conversation with the 
bee-master than from a written reply. Plot says 'there being several stalls or galleries of them 
[hives] divided into squares of brick on three sides'. At first this appears to be a description 
of bee-boles but, he goes on to say, 'with windows behind and before to see their working, 
the fore-south windows in summer being covered with mat to preserve the honey'. Most 
bee-boles face south and it was the practice to cover them in summer, but the present bee-boles, 
although facing south, have no signs of having had windows in the back, nor is there any 
evidence of fittings for window-frames at the front. Plot continues 'Within these squares he 
sets his frames of wood for the bees to work on'. Frames of wood could have been fitted in 
the cavities but then they could not be classified as bee-boles, which are intended to hold 
wicker or straw hives. 

Judging from the size of the bricks, the surviving walls at Pipe Ridware are contemporary 
with Plot; he says that the 'stalls or galleries' were facing south, so they must have been in 
the wall which now contains the bee-boles. I can only think that the wall has been 
reconstructed with the original, or similar, bricks, unless there is an error in Plot's recording 
of what he saw. 

Nevertheless, Plot's description is interesting as few early descriptions of hives of this 
date have survived. The earliest known references to bee-boles is W. Herrod-Hempsall, 
Beekeeping New and Old, ii (1936) 1, apart from some notes and photographs in the Scottish 
Beekeeper2. 

There is a monument in the near-by church to John Whitehall who died 9 August 1684 
and had a remarkable daughter, if the inscription on her monument is to be read literally, 
for she was 'successful in the practice of surgery, by which she daily reliev'd great numbers, 
especially of the poor: so that her death is lamented as a publick loss'. 

These bee-boles were first reported in October 1956 by Mr. J. H. D. Myatt, president of the 

1 Volume i was published in 1930. 
2 R. M. Duruz and E. E. Crane, English Bee Boles (Bee Research Association, 1953), p . 1. 

Structures showing similarities to bee-boles were used in classical times and are referred to by Varro, 
Colmella, and Palladius; see H. Malcolm Fraser, Beekeeping in Antiquity (University o f London, 1931), 
pp. 47, 61 , 75. 
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BEE-BOLES AT PIPE RIDWARE HALL FARM, STAFFS. 45 

North Staffordshire Beekeepers' Association. They are numbered 229 in the Bee Research 
Association's register. 

I should like to thank Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Smith of Pipe Ridware Hall Farm, who kindly 
allowed me to examine the bee-boles in their garden. 

I am obliged to Dr. Eva Crane, Director of the Bee Research Association for her valuable 
help. I thank also Dr. David Bone who kindly read and commented on the first draft of the 
paper. 
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SOME PREHISTORIC IMPLEMENTS FROM SOUTH 
STAFFORDSHIRE REPORTED TO THE BIRMINGHAM 

CITY MUSEUM 
A N T O N Y GUNSTONE, F.S.A. 

1. A STONE 'MACEHEAD' FROM BULL BRIDGE, PENKRIDGE 

The widening of the A449 trunk road between Penkridge and Stafford in 1963 involved the 
reconstruction of Bull Bridge over the River Penk on the north side of the village of Penkridge 
(National Grid Ref. SJ 923145). In the course of excavations for the new foundations an 
irregularly-shaped perforated 'macehead' was found by one of the workmen. In 1966 the 
finder, Mr. J. Sparrow of Stafford, took the implement to the Staffordshire County Museum, 
Shugborough Hall, for identification and subsequently presented it to the collection (acc. no. 
114/67). 

The implement (fig. 1, no. 1) is roughly pentagonal in shape with uneven surfaces. It has 
a maximum diameter of 11-7 cm. and an average thickness of 5-7 cm. At the centre is a 
carefully made hour-glass perforation with a pronounced central waisting. The outer 
diameter of this hole is 7 0 cm. and the inner 2-5 cm. 

The rock has been identified by Professor F . W. Shotton of Birmingham University as a 
coarse volcanic ash. The pebble has been taken from the local glacial drift. It has the 
number S.St. 30/ah in the West Midlands Stone Axe Survey. 

Miss L. F. Chitty has pointed out that a number of these roughly-shaped pentagonal 
'maceheads' have been recorded in the Shropshire/Staffordshire area. One recently 
discovered at Whiston Cross, near Albrighton, Salop, in the Shrewsbury Museum, is almost 
identical in size and shape with the Penkridge example, though the perforation is incomplete. 
Other Shropshire examples have come from Adderley, and Park Hall, Oswestry. The purpose 
and date of these 'maceheads' is uncertain. 

2. A N AXE-HAMMER FROM HEDNESFORD, NEAR CANNOCK 

While working on a building site at the Hednesford end of the Rawnsley Road in 1969, 
Mr. J. R. Smith found a small perforated axe-hammer stuck in an excavator bucket. It was 
not clear where on the site the implement had been unearthed. The implement was taken to 
the Staffordshire County Museum for identification by the finder and presented to the 
collection (acc. no. 3/70). 

The axe-hammer (fig. 1, no. 2), which has a well-formed hour-glass perforation, was made 
from a conveniently shaped quartzite pebble derived from the local glacial drift. Neither 
face of the hammer show any sign of battering and the implement is undamaged apart from 
a few chips around the perforation. It has maximum dimensions of 11-7 cm. long, 5-8 cm. 
wide, and 4-6 cm. thick. Professor F . W. Shotton has recorded it for the West Midlands Stone 
Axe Survey (S.St. 31/ah). 
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THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE QUAKER BURIAL-
GROUND, ALSTONEFIELD, STAFFS. 

D. G. STUART 

SINCE T H E PUBLICATION of my paper The Burial-grounds of the Society of Friends in 
Staffordshire in Trans, xii for 1971-72 (1971), I have been shown two deeds that provide 
evidence to locate the burial-ground in Alstonefield parish with some degree of certainty, 
though with not absolute assurance. A deed dated 3 January 1687, made by Alice Bowman 
of Stockley Park (near Tutbury, Staffs.) and Henry Bowman, her son, states: 

a piece or parcell of land or burying place lying near Allstonefeild in the county of 
Stafford and adjoining to the other lands of the said Allice Bowman and Henry Bowman 
called the great Botlestone unto the north and west sides thereof and on the east side 
thereof adjoining to a lane called the Lane leading to Bakewell. 

had been conveyed to John Hall of the parish of Ipstones and John Mellor of Whitehough (also 
in the parish) for a burial-ground. 

The second deed is a lease between Thomas Blore of Upper Haddon and Isaac Blore of 
Calling Lowe in the parish of Youlgreave (Derbyshire) and Henry Bowman of Catswall in the 
county of Staffordshire, dated 19 July 1791. Here the burial-ground is described as a piece 
of land about 16 yards square, bounded on the west by 'a piece of land called the Close behind 
Bowman's Barn and on the east by the lane leading to Bakewell'. 

A building known as Bowman's Barn still exists on the north side of Gipsy Lane, which 
branches off from the road from Alstonefield village to the main road A516, National Grid 
Ref. SK 137558. Investigation of the site revealed that the distance between Bowman's 
Barn and the hedge of the field in which it stands is almost exactly 16 yards, but there is no 
other indication of the burial-ground. Nor is there any local knowledge or tradition of 
a Quaker burial-ground at that point or anywhere else, and the name 'Botlestone' or any 
variation has disappeared. The documentary evidence, however, is firm enough to suggest 
the six-figure map reference. 

I am indebted to Mrs. D. Scott of Shoreham-by-Sea, the owner of the deeds, and to a number 
of local Staffordshire people, namely, Miss L. Ward and Mr. H. Bode of Leek, and Messrs. 
G. Adams and J. Redfern of Alstonefield for their help. 
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GEORGE BURDER AND THE LICHFIELD DISSENTERS 
THE REV. A L A N P. F. SELL 

G E O R G E B U R D E R (1752-1832) was born in London where, after being trained under 
Isaac Taylor, and at the Royal Academy, he set up in the engraving business in 1773. 1 He 
was reared in a Congregationalist home - his father was a deacon at Fetter Lane Congrega
tional Church - but it was not until he had been inspired by the evangelical preaching of 
William Romaine and George Whitefield, and encouraged by the saintly Fletcher of Madeley 
that, in 1776, he began to preach. Two years later, and despite his lack of formal theological 
education, he was ordained to the Congregational pastorate in Lancaster, and from here he 
conducted preaching itineraries to various parts of the country. In 1783 he removed to 
West Orchard Chapel, Coventry, and whilst here he promoted the formation of the Religious 
Tract Society. In 1803 he returned to London to become honorary secretary of the London 
Missionary Society (founded in 1795), and in the following year he became a founder member 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. He published sermons and tracts, and was for 
a number of years editor of the Evangelical Magazine. But what was his connection with 
Staffordshire? 

It was in a farm-house belonging to his father at Bromstead Heath in the parish of 
Gnosall, Staffs., that George Burder gave his first sermon. The kitchen could not contain 
his hearers, so on successive weeks meetings were held out of doors. Encouraged by an 
audience which grew to five hundred, and being greatly disturbed because, in his view, 'A great 
part of Staffordshire is in total darkness and many places seem resolved that the light shall 
never make an entrance among them', he began to itinerate. During the course of his 
peregrinations he encountered a missile-throwing mob at Brewood in 1777; in the following 
year he was at the centre of a 'formidible riot' at Gnosall; and in 1781 he preached at Burslem, 
and at Hanley, where the Tabernacle Congregational Church was shortly to be built. He 
went on to Newcastle, and in the same year married Sarah Harrison of that town 2 . Later, 
on 23 December 1795, a house at Bromstead was registered in Burder's name for use by 
Protestant Dissenters as a place of worship 3 . But of all his activities in Staffordshire, those in 
connection with the city of Lichfield are at once the most unusual, and the most interesting 
to relate. 

1 For Burder see D.N.B., iii, pp. 2 9 4 - 5 ; H. Forster Burder [his eldest son] , Memoir of the Rev. George Burder 
(1833); Walter Wilson, The History and Antiquities of Dissenting Churches and Meeting-houses in London, 
Westminster and Southwark, iii (1810), pp. 467-71 . 

2 The details recorded so far in this paragraph are culled from A. G. Matthews, The Congregational Churches 
of Staffordshire (n.d., but preface has 1924), pp. 135-6. The references to Burder in the Victoria History of 
the County of Stafford {V.C.H.) are largely indebted to Matthews and to H. F. Burder's Memoirs. See 
V.C.H. Staffs., iii (1970), p. 126; iv (1958), p. 133; v (1959), p. 4 5 ; and viii (1963), p. 285. 

The present paper is a fuller account of the events briefly related by Matthews. 
3 Barbara Donaldson (ed.), 'The Registrations of Dissenting Chapels and Meeting-houses in Staffordshire, 

1689-1852', Staffordshire Historical Collections (S.H.C.), 4th series, iii (1960), p. 1. 
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GEORGE BURDER AND THE LICHFIELD DISSENTERS 53 

I 

Burder's assessment of the spiritual darkness of the county was echoed in respect to their 
own city by the early Congregationalists in Lichfield. Their hand-written Church Book 4 , 
begun by their second minister, William Salt 5 , opens as follows: 

The city o f Lichfield has been proverbial for ages past in the opposit ion of its inhabitants to the introduction 
of the Gospel : so that while the light of Divine Truth was spreading in most other towns in the neighbour
hood , the ministers and friends of religion were discouraged in their wishes to come to this place by the 
cloud of thick darkness which appeared to envelope and surround this city: and even so late as about the 
year 1780 we cannot hear of more than one poor woman w h o was in the habit of going out of town several 
miles to hear the Gospel . 

But G o d w h o had mercy in store was pleased to hear the prayers of His people o n behalf of this place -
several persons previous to the year 1790 were brought to a knowledge of the truth, and soon became 
earnestly desirous to promote the spiritual welfare of their friends and neighbours: they therefore with the 
advice and encouragement of ministers and Christian friends, engaged a building in Tunstalls yard in 
Sandford Street: this was repaired and fitted up for public worship. In July 1790 this place was opened by 
the Rev. G. Burder of Coventry and the Rev. J. M o o d y of Warwick, and continued to be supplied by 
neighbouring ministers or by a minister stationary for a time in Lichfield until 1796. During this period 
very little success appeared to attend the endeavours, the congregation was reduced to so small a number, 
that it was determined to desist from regular preaching, and soon after the attempt was given up, and the 
place shut up for several years. 

N o w the enemy triumphed, and those few who had favoured the meeting were at times shamefully treated 
on the account. About the year 1802 several persons were by the providence of G o d brought to reside in 
the town and neighbourhood, who were much concerned to have the preaching of the Gospel resumed," 
and, tho' not without considerable opposit ion, they had the above-mentioned place reopened, and 
occasional services were again established. 

We may presume that it was the 'considerable opposition' just referred to which occasioned 
Burder's first writing on behalf of his co-religionists in Lichfield. 

In his own words: 
In the month of January, I composed and printed an answer to a virulent little pamphlet published at 
Lichfield by the opposers of the Gospel . The controversy, provoked by a clergyman of High-church 
pretensions, produced results very different from those which he both desired and anticipated. The impres
sion on the public mind was such as to favour the 'furtherance of the Gospel . ' 7 

Burder's pamphlet is entitled, An Appeal to the Candid Inhabitants of Lichfield; occasioned by 
a scurrilous tract circulated among them, entitled 'A Serious Address to Dissenters, particularly 
to Methodists'. Printed by N. Merridew of Coventry, this twelve-page tract is dated 
8 January 1803 8 . 

George Burder begins in ironic vein, pointing out that the writer of the Serious Address 
has done well to conceal his name. 'For what assassin ever publishes his name? his business 
is to stab in the dark. ' He claims to find it hard to believe the rumour to the effect that his 
opponent is a cleric, and magnanimously states that 

4 I am grateful to the present Congregational minister at Lichfield, the Reverend T. Megahey, for permission 
to take notes, and use extracts from, this Book. 

5 Will iam Salt (?1784- l .v i . l 857) occupied the Lichfield pastorate twice. His ministries were as fol lows: 
Lichfield, 1807-31; Erdington, 1831-37; Hinckley, 1837-49; Lichfield, 1849-57. 

6 Burder and M o o d y shared this concern, and encouraged the local people by addressing a meeting in 
Lichfield Town Hall in 1802. See Matthews, op. cit., p. 187. 

' Cited by H. F . Burder, op . cit., p. 213. 
8 This pamphlet may be consulted at the City Library, Lichfield. I wish to thank Mr. J. W. Whiston for advis

ing me of the recent purchase by that Library of all the pamphlets treated in this article with the exception of 
the Serious Address; and Mr. H. Appleyard, Librarian, for his kindness in making them available to me. 
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PROGRAMME 1971-72 

1971 
June Excursion to Somersal Herbert Hall (Mrs. J. V. Green): Sudbury Hall : 

Norbury (Derbys.) Church. Leader: J. Gould, F.S.A. 
June 19 Excursion to Avoncroft Museum of Buildings: Stoke Prior Church: Holt 

Church: Yarranton's blast-furnace, Sharpley Pool: Ribblesford Church. 
Leader: M. M. Hallett, F.S.A. 

Oct. 11 (L) Annual General Meeting: 
Letters and Accounts of Michael Johnson - J. W. Whiston, F.S.A. 
The Incredible Dr. Plot - P. Edden 
Aspects of Conservation - K. W. Sheridan 
Tamworth Minstrel's Complaint - J. Gould, F.S.A. 

Oct. 22 (T) Excavations in the area of the Basilica, Wroxeter - P. A. Barker, F.S.A. 
Nov. 12 (L) English Delfware - S. J. Taylor (in association with the Dept. of Extra

mural Studies, Birmingham University) 
Nov. 19 (T) Restoration of timber buildings illustrated by Cheylsmore Manor-house, 

Coventry - F. W. B. Charles, B.ARCH., F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 

Dec. 3 (T) The Vikings on the Isle of Man - P. Gelling, F.S.A. 
Dec. 17 (L) Hill-forts and Villas: The Seats of the Nobility? - A. L. F. Rivet, F.S.A. 

1972 
Jan. 7 (L) Lost Towns and Villages of Staffordshire - Dr. D. M. Palliser 
Jan. 28 (T) The Breidden - C. Musson 
Feb. 4 (L) Further Excavations at Wall - A. A. Round, F.S.A. 
Feb. 10 (T) Travel Evening: 

In the Steps of the Crusaders - Dr. J. G. L. Cole 
Feb. 25 (T) Civic Evening: 

Underwater Archaeology - Lt.-Com. A. Bax 
Mar. 3 (L) Daily Life in Ancient Egypt - J. Ruffle 
Mar. 16 Travel Evening at the Arts Centre, Lichfield: 

Spain - Miss C. F. Tarjan 
Mar. 24 (T) Recent Excavations in Oxford - T. G. Hassell 

(L) Lichfield Public Library (T) Tamworth Castle 
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EXCAVATIONS 
TAMWORTH 

July 1971 Site of Saxon water-mill, Bolebridge Street. Directors: Philip Rahtz 
and K. W. Sheridan 

April 1972 Albert Road; section through the Saxon and medieval defences. 
Director: K. W. Sheridan 

W A L L 

More work was carried out on the bath-house site for the Dept. of the Environment. 
Director: A. A. Round, F.S.A. 

Work continued on the site of the Roman forts each week-end, under the direction of 
Mr. A. A. Round. 

NOTICES 

Our President, Mr. M. M. Hallett was honoured in the Queen's Birthday Honours List 1972 
and appointed Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (C.B.E.) . 

Mr. A. A. Round, honorary treasurer of the Society, has been elected a Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries of London. 

Mr. John Wilson, councillor of Lichfield City, has been elected mayor of the city for 
1972/3. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. G. R. Morton on 12 May 1972. 

ERRATA 
vol. iv 
page 27, n.7: for 40 read 4° 
page 31, item 3: for 1939 read 1539 

vol. x 
page 44, fig. I, scale: for £ mile read J mile 
page 46, fig. 2: delete scale and add to caption (Scale 1 in. to 130 yards) 
page 47, fig. 3: for \ mile read \ mile 

vol. xii 
page 29, item 10: for based on 8 read based on 7 
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